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September 23, 2019 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

What a year it has been as you have welcomed me as the rector of Grace Church! Even as we continue to 
sustain the love and ministries at the heart of our parish, we do so in the midst of new relationships and new 
possibilities. We stand together at the threshold of who and how God yet is leading us to be! 
 
Still, there is a constant I have noted, even before setting foot in this sacred space: how Grace Church 
embraces and lives into our name. Grace is God’s unconditional love, freely and joyfully given and shared, in 
and through Christ. How fitting for a community that desires for each person who comes through our doors 
-- seeking care, or friendship, or a place to grow and serve in God – to find deep welcome and unconditional 
love. We yearn for people to find grace at our threshold. 
 
“Grace at the Threshold” is where we are and what we offer as we look forward together. Grace at the threshold 
is what we need as we each take steps to deepen and develop gifts in ministry, to faithfully venture beyond 
our doors, following Christ where love and healing must go. 
 
This weekend, on the Feast of St. Michael, Grace Church begins our annual giving renewal for 2020. I invite 
you to give, allowing your giving to be a grace-opening threshold in your life with God.  If you are new to 
Grace or have not given regularly before, consider making a financial commitment for the coming year. If 
you currently give, consider not only renewing your gift, but giving as an opportunity for your spiritual 
renewal and growth. 
 
Yes, annual giving supports what you love about Grace Church, sustains our financial foundation beyond 
“fundraising,” and positions us for strength.  Deeper yet, giving is a fundamental spiritual practice. It is an 
act of faith that helps us grow in faith. How can we become more generous in Christ, more free and less 
anxious in God’s abundant love and life, unless we practice?  Practicing generosity helps us be more 
generous, to lean more deeply into faith, to risk more for what matters most. 
 
There are many ways to give and to measure your growth in giving. The enclosed card offers a scale for 
prayerfully considering giving in weekly terms, in proportion to income (and spending).  You may also 
consider monthly or annual. There are opportunities to gift appreciated stock, or to donate the required 
distribution from an IRA, information about which is available if you would like to find out more. 
 
I invite you into giving as a way of life and love; and into discovering God’s grace, always at the threshold… 
 

Faithfully, 
 
 

The Rev. Jenni Ovenstone Smith 
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