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From the Rector 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

Can one person in our life make a difference?  Of course!  It might be our spouse, 
our child, a friend.  Think about all the people who have shaped us in ways that 
we can’t possibly remember.  There was that favorite teacher, coach, nurse, 
doctor or even a clergy person.  People make a difference in our lives.  The 
relationships we have mold and transform us into the people we are today.  The 
same is true of us.  We make a difference in the lives of others. 

 

Recently, Diane and I went to the movies and saw “The Same Kind of Different As 
Me.”  It was based on a true story of how a homeless man changed the lives of a 
couple who were emotionally and physically drifting apart in their marriage.  Greg 
Kinnear plays the husband and Renee Zellweger plays the wife. The homeless 
man is played by Djimon Hounsou.  The couple are trying to put their life back 
together when Renee’s character decides it would help them to volunteer at a 
homeless shelter. What unfolds is how three hurt and broken people with different 
issues in their lives are healed in ways we can’t imagine.  

I like some of the quotes in the movie: “God works in mysterious ways and I ain’t 
buying it” Yes, God does work in mysterious ways and usually not the way we 
want or expect.  I like the response of the shelter’s manager to Greg’s complaint 
about the homeless people (dirty, germs, etc.): “We infect them with love here.”  
Ask any volunteer at Grace Church, and I think you would get them to agree with 
this statement!  Christians infect others with love. 

 

There’s a foreshadowing comment from Dijmon, when he sees how great a 
person Renee is: “When you become precious to God, you become important to 
Satan.”  So often we think our faith will protect us from all harm and hurt.  It seems 
to be just the opposite.  The closer we become to God, the harder evil and others 
seek to separate us from God.  Another quote is my new favorite, especially for 
dealing with difficult people: “Sometimes you gotta bless the hell out of some 
people.”  This will be my mantra, especially in traffic around here! 

 

Another line in the movie is: “It’s amazing what a little love can do.”  How true, 
how true.  Just a little love can change the world.  Towards the end of the movie, 
there is a hard reality to face.  Without giving the whole movie away, there are two 
quotes that moved me.  “Saints are shooting stars who burn brightly and 
disappear.” “We’re all homeless and just working our way back home to God.”  
The movie shows how God can work through people who are broken and hurting 
to heal them and others.  The movie didn’t get the greatest reviews … but I really 
liked it. 

 

I keep coming back to how one person and love can make a world of difference. 
For me, that’s what we are about to celebrate this month with Christmas.  It’s 
about God’s love for us; it’s about a child that will make a difference; it’s about the 
baby who become the man who is precious to God and important to Satan; and, 

(Continued on page 3) 

Reverend Dr. Patrick 
Close, Rector 
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From the Rector 

In Lieu of Christmas Cards 

Each year, the Close family makes a donation to Episcopal Relief and Development, 

the Episcopal Charities organization for our denomination, instead of sending 

Christmas cards out to members of the Church.  This year, we are earmarking our 

donation to help the people of Puerto Rico.  ERD carries on outreach efforts throughout 

the world.  If you would like to do the same thing, please go to: www.episcopalrelief.org/ 

and check out how you might donate too. 

it’s about how we all are working our way back to God, and Jesus shows us 
the way. 

 

One child of love will make a difference and help us to find our way in a harsh, 
evil, broken and hurting world.  Christmas is not just a celebration for children, 
or a day to overspend on presents … it is a day to see how God chooses to 
work in the world to reach out to us and save us.  One person can make a 
difference.  Jesus did.  Christmas invites us to see the model that God holds 
out for us in Jesus.  Jesus makes the difference for us and the world.  This is 
the way we are called as Christians to follow so we too might make a 
difference. 

 

Christmas is about God’s seeking to make a difference in our lives by coming 
amongst us.  It’s about love, the ultimate present Jesus.  It’s about hope, life, 
healing and more.  Christmas is the beginning of the Jesus journey, and we 
are invited to remember the story and let it be our story.  Christmas has the 
power to change our lives for the better … and that’s reason to celebrate! 

 

Merry Christmas, and may the Spirit of the Season make a difference for you 
and your loved ones.   

 

With warmest regards, I remain, faithfully yours in Christ,  

Fr. Pat 

(Continued from page 2) 
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The Venerable 
Reverend Carmen 
Viola, Arch Deacon 

Naughty or Nice 
OMG 

Advent – Four weeks leading up to the incarnation of God (made flesh) in the 

person of Jesus.  It is the Christmas season as well, and here in the U.S., it is the 

season of consumerism and transactionalism which actually runs contrary to 

what Jesus was trying to teach us about God.  

 

While we are trying to spread the good news that God is with us here and now, 

the social message is transactional.  You can have good news if you do this or 

that. If you buy this, then you will feel happy and fulfilled.  If you do this, then you 

will have joy and peace on earth.  Inherently if that is what we are made to think 

and believe, then Christmas will be hollow and empty at best, and for many, 

something that should be joyful and peaceful will quickly become depression. On 

the soul level (deep within you) you cannot earn or buy something that you have 

already been given.   

 

There are three parables that Jesus uses together in the gospel of Luke to 

address this mindset to the religious leaders of His day.  They felt that they were 

doing everything right and therefore “earned” the right to be God’s children, while 

everyone else got it wrong (or were in the wrong group), and therefore were 

outside of God’s grace and love.  These folks didn’t belong and were considered 

unclean and unfavored by those who got it right!   

 

So Jesus tells them the stories of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost sons 

which are found in Luke Chapter 15.  In these stories the energy and spirit 

resides in the Shepherd seeking the sheep, the woman seeking her coin and the 

father rejoicing and running out to his son.  The sheep does nothing but sit there 

and trust that the Shepherd will indeed find it when it becomes lost and is 

frightened by its circumstances.  The point is that the objects of these parables 

ALREADY belong.  Jesus here is telling the religious leaders (the “in” group) to 

repent.  The Greek word used here is metanoia, which means to change one’s 

mind. To see things in a new way; it’s ultimately about your perspective.   

 

Jesus comes to tell us the good news - that we already belong!  We are all 

already worthy and loved. Jesus’ mission then, and now through us, is to restore 

this vision of the world – a vision that leads to reconciliation and wholeness.  You 

see why this is good news!  It’s not transactional!  Unlike Santa, there is no list 

on which you are naughty or nice.  You don’t need to earn your reward; you 

already had it all along!  The Father tells the elder son in the story (he 

represented those who played by the rules and did everything right) the truth that 

he failed to see from his transactional perspective; “You are always with me, and 

all that is mine is yours!”  

 

When the Holidays get to be over-anxious and you find yourself getting caught 

up in the hype and transactionalism of the world during this season, relax and 

take a few breaths.  You already have everything you need for joy and peace in 

your life.  Repent! Change your perspective! Remember that you are always with 

(Continued on page 5) 
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OMG  

God, and all that is God’s is yours…you already have it all!  You are already 

worthy, you already belong, and you are already loved – just as you are!  From 

this point of view, you will know the joy and the peace that passes 

understanding…and you need do nothing!  Now that’s great news indeed!  

Merry Christmas…joy and peace to you and your family! 

 

Your faithful servant,   

carmen 

(Continued from page 4) 



The Webster dictionary defines Advent as “A period beginning four 

Sundays before Christmas and observed by some Christians as a season 

of prayer and fasting.” Another definition is “a coming into being or 

use, such as the advent of spring, the advent of pasteurization, 

the advent of personal computers, and lastly it is also the anticipation of 

what is to come.” 

 

My grandchildren, along with scores of others, view Christmas differently. 

It is time off from school, but most of all, a great anticipation of what is 

coming in the way of gifts, so their anticipation is basically wants and 

needs. The commercialization of Christmas has created a double meaning 

for Christmas, and even for some adults it can also be wants and needs. 

Juliette, my California granddaughter, NEEDS an American girl doll. I 

remember asking if it is a want or a need? And she replied both. I think 

most people express that same opinion, but is that correct? i.e. we need 

food and water to survive, but we want it in the form of a New York strip 

steak (medium of course), and an excellent Merlot.   

 

My favorite definition is “the anticipation of what is to come.” Humanity has 

already experienced the first advent, in the coming of the “Incarnate 

Christ,” but it is the second Advent that I look forward too. The majority in 

the world are materialistic and sometimes demand that their wants and 

needs be met! Is that realistic? In the Hospice center the patients also 

have wants and needs. They want a peaceful passing and need  

medication to relieve the pain their body is experiencing. They are truly 

“anticipation what is to come.” The materialism of this world is no longer 

important to them, but what lies ahead consumes their thoughts.  

 

So, am I saying materialism is bad? No, not at all. I needed a car but I 

wanted a Mercedes. We all have wants and needs; it is part of our nature. 

But should that be our true priority? I believe that there are many more 

important things in our lives. When we lift others up in prayer for peace 

and comfort in whatever they are going through, or support relief efforts 

for areas that have been devastated by natural disasters, or when we 

support Camden Christmas, or extend a warm welcome to a stranger who 

has come into our church, we are supporting others needs and wants. 

When Jesus died on the cross and rose again, He was suppling our 

spiritual needs and wants, but at His second coming He will fulfill our 

ultimate need. For me, that is the meaning of Advent.  

 

So here is something to think about. How close are we to that second 

Advent of Jesus, and are you ready? Think back on Fr. Pat ’s sermon on 

the wise and foolish bridesmaids for your answer. Just something to think 

about. 

Jim G 
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Reverend James 
Gowland, Deacon 

 

Advent is Upon Us.  

Contemplations 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Christmas
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Parish House Holy Communion, Sunday, December 3 

Worship 

Come to the Parish House Holy Communion on Sunday, December 3rd at 9:30 

a.m. in the Grace Performance Hall. We will be celebrating the Feast of St. 

Nicholas and the beginning of Advent. Hopefully we will have a special visitor for 

the service.  

 

The Parish House Holy Communion service is a special service that takes place 

on the first Sunday of every month at 9:30 a.m. in the Grace Performance Hall. 

The service is designed to give our youngest members the opportunity to feel a 

part of the service and actively participate, but it is open to all ages. During the 

service the children are encouraged to roam freely and express themselves; 

questions are also welcome.  

 
Blue Christmas, Thursday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.  

On Dec. 24 at the 8:00am and 9:30am services, our normal Liturgy of the Word will 

be replaced by an Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols, followed by the 

Communion Service. 

 

The Lessons and Carols service is based on the Festival  of Nine Lessons and 

Carols as celebrated on Christmas Eve at the chapel of King’s College, 

Cambridge. The form of the service with its alternating scripture and carols was 

originated by the Bishop of Truro in Cornwall in southwestern England, and was 

first presented in the wooden shed, which then served as Truro Cathedral on 

Christmas Eve, 1880.The most famous form of the service was first presented at 

King’s College , Cambridge in 1918. The first broadcast was in 1928, and with the 

one exception of 1930 has been broadcast live by the BBC ever since to 

audiences around the world in times of peace and war.  

 

The strength and appeal of the Festival of Lessons and Carols derives from the 

repetition of a familiar tale in the poetic language of the scriptures, interwoven with  

Advent and Christmas carols and hymns. Traditionally, the service uses nine 

(Continued on page 8) 

Advent Lessons & Carols,  
Sunday, December 24, 8:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.   

Christmas can be a somber time of year for some. They are grieving the loss of a 

loved one, and the pain is acute during the Christmas season. We recognize this 

and offer a “Blue Christmas” service for those dealing with hurt and suffering. This 

service is open to anyone who might benefit from this pastoral service. Please 

speak with Father Pat if you have any questions.  
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Worship 

The 7:00 p.m. service is a traditional service of Festive Holy Communion. This 

year music in contemporary style will be offered by Chris Viola. Christmas carols 

and hymns will be led by the organ, and the service concludes with candle-lit 

singing of Silent Night.  

Festive Christmas Liturgy and Holy Communion, 
Sunday December 24, 7:00 p.m.  

Join the children of Grace Church as they re-enact the Christmas Nativity. All of 
the children of Grace Church and adults are invited to participate in the service. 
Tweens and teens are needed to volunteer as readers for the pageant, (contact 
Betsy Murphy by email, gracehaddonchurchschool@gmail.com, or by phone 
856.433.2151). Costumes will be available beginning, Sunday, December 17th.  

 

We will also need young volunteers to process with nativity figures for our crèche.  

Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 24, 4:00 p.m.  

Flower envelopes are available, and everyone is encouraged to make a donation 

for the Christmas Flowers. If you wish to give them in memory of someone, 

please print his or her name and leave it with the office or email the office, 

office@gracehaddon.org with the correct spelling of their names. Checks may  be 

made out to Grace Church. Please mark the memo section Christmas Flowers. 

Thank you! 

Christmas Flower Donations 

readings which trace the prophesy of Christ’s coming from the fall of man into sin 

through Christ’s birth in Bethlehem (we use fewer at Grace Church). A great deal 

of traditional Advent and Christmas music is some of the oldest music that we 

have in our Christmas repertoire. Consequently, we are blessed with a wealth of 

carols from every age, which evoke the spirit and flavor of their time and the 

place  in which they were written. (adapted from    

 www.stchristophers-mn.org/lessons-and-carols.html)  
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Choral Festive Christmas Liturgy and Holy 

Communion, Sunday, December 24, 10:30 p.m.  

Worship 

The 10:30 pm service is a traditional Festive Holy Communion. It is celebrated 

as a Solemn High Mass, including sung liturgy and incense. Christmas carols 

and hymns will be led by the organ, full choir, and handbell ensemble. The 

service concludes with a candlelit singing of Silent Night.  

Festive Christmas Liturgy and Holy Communion, 
Monday, December 25, 10:00 a.m.  

This is a quiet but festive service celebrating the Feast of the Incarnation, birth of 
Jesus Christ. Christmas carols and hymns will be led by the organ.  

No Holy Communion or Healing Services on  
Wednesday, December 27 

On Wednesday, December 27, there will be no mid-week services. Mid-week 

services will return on Wednesday, January 3, 2018.  

Healing Services on  
Saturday, December 30 & Sunday, December 31 

On Saturday, December 30 during the 5:30 pm service and Sunday, December 31 

during the 8 am & 9:30 am service in addition to our regular liturgy, we will 

incorporate the litany of healing. 

 

Healing was one of Jesus’ most important ministries. Healing is not just for physical 

ailments but includes mental stresses and emotional challenges. The healing litany 

provides us with a special opportunity to praise and thank God and restore our 

relationship with him.  

We celebrated these weddings in November: 

 Marlena S. Strom & Louis M. Goldman - November 4 

 

We commended to God’s eternal care:   

 Rachel U. Heston - November 27, 2017 

Life Events: Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
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The Real Saint Nicholas 

The true story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, who was born during the 

third century in the village of Patara. At the time the area was Greek and is now 

on the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a 

devout Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying 

Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the money to the poor," Nicholas 

used his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He 

dedicated his life to serving God and was made Bishop of Myra while still a 

young man. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his 

generosity to those in need, his love for children, and his concern for sailors and 

ships. 

 

Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted Christians, 

Bishop Nicholas suffered for his faith, was exiled and imprisoned. The prisons 

were so full of bishops, priests, and deacons, there was no room for the real 

criminals—murderers, thieves and robbers. After his release, Nicholas attended 

the Council of Nicaea in AD 325. He died December 6, AD 343 in Myra and was 

buried in his cathedral church, where a unique relic, called manna, formed in his 

grave. This liquid substance, said to have healing powers, fostered the growth of 

devotion to Nicholas. The anniversary of his death became a day of 

celebration, St. Nicholas Day, December 6th (December 19 on the Julian 

Calendar). 

 

Through the centuries many stories and legends have been told of St. Nicholas' 

life and deeds. These accounts help us understand his extraordinary character 

and why he is so beloved and revered as protector and helper of those in need. 

 

One story tells of a poor man with three daughters. In those days a young 

woman's father had to offer prospective husbands something of value—a dowry. 

The larger the dowry, the better the chance that a young woman would find a 

good husband. Without a dowry, a woman was unlikely to marry. This poor 

man's daughters, without dowries, were therefore destined to be sold into 

slavery. Mysteriously, on three different occasions, a bag of gold appeared in 

their home-providing the needed dowries. The bags of gold, tossed through an 

open window, are said to have landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to 

dry. This led to the custom of children hanging stockings or putting out shoes, 

eagerly awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes the story is told with gold 

balls instead of bags of gold. That is why three gold balls, sometimes 

represented as oranges, are one of the symbols for St. Nicholas. And so St. 

Nicholas is a gift-giver. One of the oldest stories showing St. Nicholas as a 

protector of children takes place long after his death. The townspeople of Myra 

were celebrating the good saint on the eve of his feast day when a band of Arab 

pirates from Crete came into the district. They stole treasures from the Church of 

Saint Nicholas to take away as booty. As they were leaving town, they snatched 

a young boy, Basilios, to make into a slave. The emir, or ruler, selected Basilios 

to be his personal cupbearer. As not knowing the language, Basilios would not 

understand what the king said to those around him. So, for the next year Basilios 

(Continued on page 11) 

Worship 
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Worship 

waited on the king, bringing his wine in a beautiful golden cup. For Basilios' 

parents, devastated at the loss of their only child, the year passed slowly, 

filled with grief. As the next St. Nicholas' feast day approached, Basilios' 

mother would not join in the festivity, as it was now a day of tragedy. 

However, she was persuaded to have a simple observance at home—with 

quiet prayers for Basilios' safekeeping. Meanwhile, as Basilios was fulfilling 

his tasks serving the emir, he was suddenly whisked up and away. St. 

Nicholas appeared to the terrified boy, blessed him, and set him down at his 

home back in Myra. Imagine the joy and wonderment when Basilios 

amazingly appeared before his parents, still holding the king's golden cup! 

This is the first story told of St. Nicholas protecting children—which became 

his primary role in the West. 

 

Another story tells of three theological students traveling on their way to study 

in Athens. A wicked innkeeper robbed and murdered them, hiding their 

remains in a large pickling tub. It so happened that Bishop Nicholas, traveling 

along the same route, stopped at this very inn. In the night he dreamed of the 

crime, got up, and summoned the innkeeper. As Nicholas prayed earnestly to 

God, the three boys were restored to life and wholeness. In France the story 

is told of three small children, wandering in their play until lost, lured, and 

captured by an evil butcher. St. Nicholas appears and appeals to God to 

return them to life and to their families. And so St. Nicholas is the patron and 

protector of children.  

 

Several stories tell of Nicholas and the sea. When he was young, Nicholas 

sought the holy by making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. There as he walked 

where Jesus walked, he sought to experience Jesus' life, passion, and 

resurrection more deeply. Returning by sea, a mighty storm threatened to 

wreck the ship. Nicholas calmly prayed. The terrified sailors were amazed 

when the wind and waves suddenly calmed, sparing them all. And so St. 

Nicholas is the patron of sailors and voyagers. 

 

Other stories tell of Nicholas saving his people from famine, sparing the lives 

of those innocently accused, and much more. He did many kind and 

generous deeds in secret, expecting nothing in return. Within a century of his 

death he was celebrated as a saint. Today he is venerated in the East as 

wonder, or miracle worker and in the West as patron of a great variety of 

persons-children, mariners, bankers, pawn-brokers, scholars, orphans, 

laborers, travelers, merchants, judges, paupers, marriageable maidens, 

students, children, sailors, victims of judicial mistakes, captives, perfumers, 

even thieves and murderers! He is known as the friend and protector of all in 

trouble or need. 

Sailors, claiming St. Nicholas as patron, carried stories of his favor and 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Worship 

protection far and wide. St. Nicholas chapels were built in many seaports. As 

his popularity spread during the Middle Ages, he became the patron saint 

of Apulia (Italy), Sicily, Greece, and Lorraine (France), and many cities in 

Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Russia, Belgium, and the Netherlands 

(see list). Following his baptism, Grand Prince Vladimir I brought St. Nicholas' 

stories and devotion to St. Nicholas to his homeland where Nicholas became 

the most beloved saint. Nicholas was so widely revered that thousands 

of churches were named for him, including three hundred in Belgium, thirty-

four in Rome, twenty-three in the Netherlands and more than four hundred in 

England.  

 

Nicholas' tomb in Myra became a popular place of pilgrimage. Because of the 

many wars and attacks in the region, some Christians were concerned that 

access to the tomb might become difficult. For both the religious and 

commercial advantages of a major pilgrimage site, the Italian cities of Venice 

and Bari vied to get the Nicholas relics. In the spring of 1087, sailors from 

Bari succeeded in spiriting away the bones, bringing them to Bari, a seaport 

on the southeast coast of Italy. An impressive church was built over St. 

Nicholas' crypt and many faithful journeyed to honor the saint who had 

rescued children, prisoners, sailors, famine victims, and many others through 

his compassion, generosity, and the countless miracles attributed to his 

intercession. The Nicholas shrine in Bari was one of medieval Europe's great 

pilgrimage centers and Nicholas became known as "Saint in Bari." To this 

day pilgrims and tourists visit Bari's great Basilica di San Nicola. 

 

Through the centuries St. Nicholas has continued to be venerated by millions 

of Catholics and Eastern Orthodox Churches and honored by Protestants. By 

his example of generosity to those in need, especially children, St. Nicholas 

continues to be a model for the compassionate life. 

 

Widely celebrated in Europe, St. Nicholas' feast day, December 6th, kept 

alive the stories of his goodness and generosity. In Germany and Poland, 

boys dressed as bishops begged alms for the poor—and sometimes for 

themselves! In the Netherlands and Belgium, St. Nicholas arrived on a 

steamship from Spain to ride a white horse on his gift-giving rounds. 

December 6th is still the main day for gift giving and merrymaking in much of 

Europe. For example, in the Netherlands St. Nicholas is celebrated on the 

5th, the eve of the day, by sharing candies (thrown in the door), chocolate 

initial letters, small gifts, and riddles. Dutch children leave carrots and hay in 

their shoes for the saint's horse hoping St. Nicholas will exchange them for 

small gifts. Simple gift-giving in early Advent helps preserve a Christmas Day 

focus on the Christ Child.  

 

From: http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/who-is-st-nicholas/ 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Music Ministry 

Max Esmus,  

Director of Music & 
Organist 

Dear Friends, 

 

Every December, I take time to express my appreciation for each person who 

contributes to the musical life of Grace Church. I invite you to join me in Music 

Appreciation. Take a moment this month to thank one or more of these individuals, 

and share with them how the music at this church has touched your life.  

 

I am grateful for the members of the Grace Choir, whose faithfulness in 

attendance at weekly rehearsals and Sunday mornings inspires me to consistently 

persevere toward greater artistry and clearer expression of the timeless truths of 

our hymns and anthems. We are blessed with a choir that models for us not only 

good singing, but also good Christian community. This year the choir has joyfully 

embraced new members in unconditional love, while holding each other up 

through acts of kindness, concern, and prayer in the midst of illnesses, family 

concerns, and the deaths of two Choir members, Skip and Steve. 

 

I am grateful to the members of the Teen Choir, who somehow find time amid their 

busy lives to make music with each other and me, then share their gifts with the 

congregation. I am grateful to the members of the St. Michael’s Singers for their 

boundless enthusiasm, kindness to each other, and their earnest and probing 

questions about the theological content of their songs. 

 

I am grateful to every parent of a choir member, each of whom I know is making 

sacrifices and compromises so that their child can be here to benefit from the 

spiritual enrichment of singing in community. I am grateful to the parents of every 

Church School student, who comes to Music Time each Sunday to hear their 

children learn songs of basic faith formation, and who lovingly sing along to “Jesus 

Loves Me” both here and at home. 

 

I am grateful to Fr. Pat for his unwavering commitment to good music in this 

church and for his strong, clear voice in song leading, especially at Parish House 

Eucharist. 

 

I especially want to celebrate the following individuals by name, who volunteered 

their time and talent to provide music in a solo capacity over the past year:  

 

Volunteer Soloists 

Pam DeLisa, piano 

Chris Viola, voice and piano 

Peyton Pleninger, saxophone 

Bobby Weil, piano 

Margaret Becker and Lisa Hildebrand, vocal duet 

Beth & Jerry Barnish, vocal soloists 

Karen Murdock, vocal soloist 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Music Ministry 

In December and early January, please consider giving to the Grace Church 

Music Fund. Your gift will allow us to plan for another great year of music! Forms 

and envelopes will be available in Sunday bulletins and around the church. 

 

On Christmas Eve, Easter, and throughout the year, Grace Church engages 

guest artists to augment the Grace Choir, perform as instrumental and vocal 

soloists, and accompany congregational singing. These professional musicians 

help to elevate the level of artistry we bring to these special occasions and 

beyond. Your support is needed to continue this ministry; God’s praise deserves 

the very best we can offer.  

Dan Santora, guitar 

Luke Soumilas, vocal and piano soloist 

 

God is working through the musical offerings of every one of us, whether as a 

soloist, choir member, or a small voice joining in a hymn in the back of the pews. 

God uses music to inspire us, to heal us, and to offer us glimpses of the eternal 

joy of the kingdom of God. 

 

Peace, 

Max 
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The Music Fund at Work 

Music Ministry 

Since last December, the Music Fund provided for all of the following: 

 

Professional Soloists and Instrumentalists 

Christmas Eve 2016 Vocal Quartet for 7:00pm 

January 2017 Guitar accompanist for Teen Choir 

March 2017 Trumpets for the Haddonfield Choir & Hymn 
Festival 

Palm Sunday 2017 Soprano and Tenor soloists for 8:00am 

Good Friday 2017 Rachel Ellis, cello accompanist 

Easter Vigil 2017 Vocal Quartet 

Easter Day 2017 Baritone Soloist for 8:00am 

Easter Day 2017 Trumpeters, Trombonists, and Percussionist 
for two services 

May 2017 Erik Meyer, organist for 175th anniversary 
Evensong 

May 2017 Brass, strings, and percussion for 175th  

 anniversary Evensong 

July 2017 Alexa Kowalski, VBS music coordinator 

July 2017 Summer guest artist Olivia Roland, soprano 

July 2017 Summer guest artist Cale Hoeflicker, guitar 

October 2017 Trumpet for 175
th
 Anniversary Eucharist and  

 Confirmation  

Grace Choir 

Christmas Eve 2016 Choir section leaders for 10:30pm 

Easter 2017 Preparation Guest conductors for Easter rehearsals 

Easter Day 2017 Choir section leaders for 9:30am and 11:15am 

May 2017 Choir section leaders for 175th Anniversary 
Evensong 

Pentecost 2017 Guest conductor and soprano section leader 
at 9:30am 

October 2017 Choir section leaders and guest conductor for 
175th  Anniversary Eucharist and Confirmation 



Hymn of the Month  
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Music Ministry  

“O Come, O come Emmanuel” 

Text from 9th century Latin 

Music: Veni Emmanuel ancient plainsong 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

This hymn, originally in Latin, takes us back over 1,200 years to monastic life in 

the 8th- or 9th-century. Seven days before Christmas Eve monasteries would 

sing the “O antiphons” in anticipation of Christmas Eve when the eighth antiphon, 

“O Virgo virginum” (“O Virgin of virgins”) would be sung before and after Mary’s 

canticle, the Magnificat (Luke 1:46b-55). 

 

The Latin metrical form of the hymn was composed as early as the 12th century. 

John Mason Neale (1818-1866), the famous architect of the Oxford movement, 

discovered the Latin hymn in the appendix of an early 18th-century manuscript. 

Neale, a translator of early Greek and Latin hymns, included it in his influential 

collection, Mediaeval Hymns and Sequences (1851). 

 

The antiphons, sometimes called the ‘O antiphons’ or ‘The Great O’s’, were 

designated to concentrate the mind on the coming Christmas, enriching the 

meaning of the Incarnation with a complex series of references from the Old and 

New Testaments. 

 

Each antiphon begins as follows: 

Sapentia (Wisdom) 

Adonai (Hebrew word for God) 

Radix Jesse (stem or root of Jesse) 

Clavis David (key of David) 

Oriens (dayspring) 

Rex genitium (King of the Gentiles) 

Emmanuel 

 

Put together, the first letter of the second word of each antiphon spells 

SARCORE. If read backwards, the letters form a two-word acrostic, “Ero cras,” 

meaning “I will be present tomorrow.” All of the Latin attributions to the coming 

Messiah are from the Old Testament except “Emmanuel,” which is found both in 

Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23. Matthew quotes Isaiah virtually verbatim—

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 

Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” The “O Emmanuel” antiphon 

was traditionally sung on the night before Christmas Eve, revealing the meaning 

of the liturgical riddle through the completion of the acrostic. 

 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Music Ministry 

The Teen Choir sings sacred music of all genres, working on more advanced 

choral skills including harmony, music reading, and stylistic expression. We are a 

welcoming and supportive group and are always excited to add new members. All 

young people, regardless of experience or skill level, are welcome to join at any 

time. Rehearsals as scheduled, please check Grace Notes. Contact Max Esmus 

at musicdept@gracehaddon.org or 570.637.2566 for more information.  

Teen Choir (7th  Grade - 12th  Grade) 

The Saint Michael’s Singers learn sacred music from the medieval era to today, 

practicing heathy vocal skills, learning music reading, and working toward a 

common goal with focus and discipline. All young people, regardless of 

experience or skill level, are welcome to join at any time. Contact Max Esmus at 

musicdept@gracehaddon.org or 570.637.2566. Rehearsal are every Sunday 

11:45 am - 12:15 pm 

Saint Michael’s Singers (2nd Grade - 6th Grade) 

Grace Church is always looking for instrumentalists and soloists to increase the 
breadth of our worship through music. Contact Max Esmus by phone 
570.637.2566 or by email musicdept@gracehaddon.org to volunteer your talents.  

Instrumentalists and Soloists 

The Grace Choir is for adults and teens, by permission. They rehearsal on 
Thursdays, at 7:30 p.m., in the choir room on the third floor of the Parish Hall. 
The choir sings at the 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion service on Sundays from 
September to June.  

The choir sings a mix of traditional choral music, spirituals, gospel songs, and 
contemporary selections. New members are always welcome, no previous 
experience is expected.  

Grace Choir 

Many hymns found in our hymnals transcend centuries, cultures, translations and 
many variations until we find them in the form that we sing. With this hymn, the 
essence of the original Latin text remains. By singing “O come, O come, 
Emmanuel” with knowledge of the antiphons, Christians today may participate in a 
sacred Advent ritual at least 11 centuries old. – Dr. C. Michael Hawn, professor of 
sacred music at Perkins School of Theology.  

(Continued from page 16) 
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All Advent occurs in December this year. Advent is the arrival of a notable person. 
thing or event. In the Episcopal Church Advent is the season awaiting the arrival of 
the infant Jesus. In Church School we will spend most of the month preparing for the 
Christmas Pageant.  

The Christmas Pageant is an interesting event at Grace Church and surprisingly 
slightly controversial. In Robin Williams top ten reasons to be an Episcopalian, the 
number one reason is “No matter what you believe, there is bound to be at least one 
other Episcopalian who agrees with you.” Some people believe that the pageant 
should not take place on Christmas; others believe that it is too trivial and does not 
include enough Bible readings. Well, there are two other services on Christmas, so 
we attempt to provide something for everyone. The reality is that starting in November 
every year, children being asking about the Christmas pageant. As the children get 
older, they start to ask if they can get a reading part yet.  

The Christmas pageant is exciting for our youth. It makes them feel like an active part 
of the Christmas story. The children lead the service, an opportunity that they do not 
have very often. They are the stars. They know the story and want to participate year 
after year.  Some of them started in the pageant as the baby Jesus and are now 
reading and asking how soon they can be Mary or Joseph. The Christmas pageant at 
Grace Church is more than a play.  

Years ago Max Esmus, Father Pat and I began to look for a new Christmas Pageant. 
We had done the other pageant for a while, and it did not have many speaking parts. 
One of the challenges that I love about the Episcopal Church is that we are middle of 
the road; the challenge is that most prepared materials cater to one side or the other. 
After months of search and finding some pretty extreme options, Max Esmus and I 
decided to create our own pageant, one that did not include aliens or everyone but 
the Jesus suffering eternally.  

Our pageant is closely based on a wide variety of Bible readings, beginning with Old 
testament prophecy about Jesus, and continuing to the arrival of the Wisemen at 
Epiphany.  In addition to the Bible readings, we also have a wide selection of 
Christmas hymns. The most interesting thing about the pageant is that each year we 
take time to make revisions; it is a constant work in progress. The story does not 
change, but we are always considering the best way to transmit the story to children, 
adults and visitors to Grace Church. Sometimes during the reader’s rehearsal the 
teens provide questions and suggestions that help. It seems that the pageant 
embodies the life of a disciple, finding the best way to transmit the story and inspire 
others.  

 

With Grace,  

Betsy Murphy 

Preparing for the Christ Child 

Christian Formation 

Betsy Murphy,  

Director of Christian 
Formation 
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Date  Lesson  Bible Reading 

December 3 Three Early Bishops: Nicholas, 
Martin & Ambrose 

Holy Women, Holy 
Men 

December 10 Lego & Train Show 

Pageant Reader’s Rehearsal 

 

December 17 Pageant rehearsal  

December 24  Christmas Eve No Church School 

December 31 New Year’s Eve No Church School 

 

December Church School in Brief 

Christian Formation 

Church school registration is  available online at 
www.gracehaddonfield.org/christianformation!  It is important that all the children 
involved in church school are registered. The information is confidential and helps 
us to provide the best possible learning experience for all.  

 

We do request a donation to help cover some of the expenses of our programs. If 
you have any questions or concerns about church school, please contact Betsy 
Murphy by email, gracehaddonchurchschool@gmail.com or by phone, 
856.433.2151. 

Church School Registration 

Pageant Volunteers Sought! 

This year’s Christmas pageant will be Sunday, December 24th at 4 p.m. in the 
Church. Prior to the pageant teens are needed as readers and as Mary and 
Joseph. These volunteers will be assigned specific reading parts. The more 
volunteers the better. There is no memorization required. There will be a special 
rehearsal for readers on Sunday, December 10 after the 9:30 a.m. service. Please 
let Betsy Murphy know if you would like to read for the pageant, by email 
(gracehaddonchurchschool@gmail.com) or by phone (856.433.2151).  

 

We also need a few adult volunteers to help with the children during the pageant, 
one with the angels in the choir loft, one with the wise men in the back of the 
church and at least one with the shepherds and animals.  
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Confirmation Class  

Christian Formation 

The next class will be Thursday, December 21st, from 4 pm to 7 pm. This will be 
our annual Christmas party. All class members should bring a gender neutral gift 
costing $5 or less, no gift cards, wrapped for the gift exchange. There will be an 
email sent with further instructions.  

 

Confirmation provides tweens and teens the opportunity to make their own 
personal  commitment to Jesus Christ. Confirmands have the option to pursue 
adult roles and responsibilities in the church. In order to prepare for their adult 
roles there are certain requirements for participating in Confirmation class. Class 
members must attend all classes, attend Church School regularly, attend one of 
the weekly Holy Communion services at Grace Church regularly, complete 40 
hours of service to the church and/ or community, and choose a mentor with whom 
to work.  

 

For more information about Confirmation, please contact Betsy Murphy by phone 
856.433.2151 or by email, gracehaddonchurchschool@gmail.com. 

The Education Committee always is working to improve the Church School 

experience for everyone. We are currently creating a clear and purposeful; 

mission statement to help express the work that we do. We will then unify the 

program around our mission and vision.  

 

One of the ongoing goals of  Church School has been to increase family 

involvement in our programs and Church School. We are looking for and listening 

to all suggestions. If you have suggestions, please speak to Betsy Murphy, Amy 

Watts, Dana Cotter and/ or Portia Fudala.  

 

Thank you for  your support of our Church School program.  

Church School Discernment 

Thursday morning Bible Study will meet on Thursday, December 7, and Thursday 
December 14, at 10 a.m., in the Parish Hall library. Participants will be reading 
and discussing The Liturgical Year: The Spiraling Adventure of the Spiritual Life 
by Joan Chittister. Advanced copies of the book are available from Diane Close. 

 

They will then take a two week break, before returning on Thursday, January 4, 
and beginning a study of Why Bad Things Happen To Good People by Rabbi 
Kushner.  New participants are always welcomed. If you have any questions 
about Thursday Morning Bible Study, please see Diane Close.  

 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 
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Thomas Merton  

Holy Women, Holy Men  

Thomas Merton was among the most influential Catholic writers of  the 

twentieth century. His writings cover a broad range of subject matter: 

spirituality and the contemplative life, prayer, and religious biography. He was 

also deeply interested in issues of social justice and Christian responsibility. 

He did not shy away from controversy and addressed race relations, economic 

injustice, war, violence, and the nuclear arms race. 

 

Merton was born in France in 1915. His father was from New Zealand and his 

mother from the United States. After a brief sojourn in England, where Merton 

was baptized in the Church of England, the family settled in New York. The 

birth of his brother, the death  of his mother, and the long-distance romances 

of his father created an unsettling life for Merton for some years.After a brief 

enrollment at Clare College, Cambridge, Merton settled into life as a student at 

Columbia University in New York. Merton developed relationships at Columbia 

that would nurture him for the rest of his life. 

 

Though nominally an Anglican, Merton underwent a dramatic conversion 

experience in 1938 and became a Roman Catholic. Merton recounts the story 

of his conversion in The Seven Storey Mountain, an autobiography published 

in 1948, immediately a classic. Merton entered the Order of Cistercians of the 

Strict Observance, the Trappists, at the Abbey of Gethsemani, near 

Bardstown, Kentucky, in 1941. Known in the community as Brother Louis, 

Merton’s gifts as a writer were encouraged by the abbot. In addition to his 

translations of Cistercian sources and his original works, Merton carried on a 

prolific correspondence with people around the world on a wide range of 

subjects. Some of his correspondence takes the form of spiritual direction, 

some shows his deep affections for friends outside the community, and much 

of it demonstrates Merton’s ability to be fully engaged in the world even 

though he lived a cloistered life.  

 

Merton died in Bangkok, Thailand, on December 10, 1968, by accidental 

electrocution, while attending a meeting of religious leaders during a 

pilgrimage to the Far East. 
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What is Christmas Really about? 

Stewardship 

What is Christmas really about?  The music is playing in all the stores, the lights 

decorate our streets and homes, there is excitement in the air, and the children 

have made out their long list of expectations for this year’s presents.  It’s a time of 

year that often exhausts parents and adults searching for the “right” present, or 

the latest fad to please another person.  What we too often forget is that 

Christmas is a religious celebration.  We gather together to welcome the birth of 

Jesus who will become our savior.  Christmas is the beginning of the Jesus story, 

not the end.  The Bible stories proclaim the coming of a king, someone direct from 

God to teach us and lead us into the Kingdom of God.  The story of his life will end 

on Good Friday with the Crucifixion, but then there is Easter, and new life.  I love 

the BC cartoon that is shown.  It reminds us that Christmas is about giving, but 

about God giving us Jesus, and Jesus giving his life …. Both out of love for us.  

There is no greater Christmas gift than Jesus.  There is no greater gift that we 

could give another person than ourselves.  Nothing the stores will sell can 

compete with the gift of love that comes from each of us to the others in our lives.  

In all the frenzy of this season, make room in your life to give the best gift … 

YOU!  Our time, our presence, our care, our compassion, our love and our very 

selves are the gifts beyond purchase and will make the receiver the happiest.  

Yes, Christmas is about giving … the giving our ourselves. Merry Christmas!  

Remember the first gift that started it all … God’s gift of Jesus. 
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Thank You to all those who have Pledged 

Stewardship 

Carl & Marlene Alexoff Jerry & Patricia Clark 

Edward Andrewes Rev. Patrick & Diane Close 

Wilma Appolo Shelia Raman Combs 

Janine Ashe Stephanie Connors 

Michelle Baker Cathi Cooney 

Jerry & Beth Barnish Linda Cooper 

Mary Ann Barrett John H. Coxe 

Lester Baxter & Karen Peterson Lizabeth Deitelbaum 

Anthony Bellano Deborah & Stephen Derkowski 

Erica & David Berstralh Mark & Kim DiMaurizio 

Ellen Berntson Jim & Mike Diaz - Guerriero 

Janet Birdsall Darin & Sharon Domenico 

William & Allison Bisirri John F. & Janet L. Doyon 

Nora Bollinger Gerrie Dressler 

Rick & Toni Bonnette Robert & Carla Edwards 

Susan Briant Lee & Carolyn Ensminger 

Mark Brill Leslie Entwistle 

Irene Buckingham Gregory & Toni Esemplare 

Larry Buenzle Elaine Fanjul 

Carol Calvin-Buckley Jean Fischer 

Gerald Caracciolo & Janet Wedgwod Pamela Fisk 

Richard Carney Arthur & Bethanne Flagg 

Nanette Carrozzino Wayne Frenzel 

Jerry & Maureen Carrozzino Ed & Portia Fudala 

Michael & Emily Cerrone Elaine Furniss 

Jean F. Christie Rob & Candy Gallo 

Amy Christopher & Eric Darley Mark & Deidre Gatti 

Doug & Georgette Clark Louis & Rosanne Gillingham 

Delia Clark Charles & Dorothy Gruber 

List of pledges as of 11/28/2017 

Continued page 24 
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Continued page 25 

Darlene Haines John & Suzanne Maxymuk 

Brandon & Sue Hamillton Joyce McAuley 

Sutton & Jessica Hamilton Chris McFadden & Elizabeth Ives 

Samuel Hanger Mary McGrath 

Troy & Ashley Harris Hilda & Charles Miller 

Nils Herdelin Fran Miller 

Mark Heston Laura & Trever Miller 

Bill & Lisa Hildebrand Bruce & Lori Monaghan 

Thomas & Reeves Honey Harriet Monshaw 

Rachel & Greg Hopely Elizabeth Murphy 

Robert & Jean Hiorn Sharon & David Muse 

Chris Hutchinson & Sonya Roccia Wynn & Kate Myers 

William & Lynn Irving Alec & LeeAnn Norris 

Doris Jackson Laura Oberg 

Judith Jacobsen Sean & Jennifer O’Donnell 

Ruthanne Johnson Jessie Orlando 

Joan Johnson Michael Peacock 

Jay Kauffman Elizabeth Perdichizzi & Davit Martinez 

Christopher & Cynthia Kessler James Perrin 

Rose Kuhn Roger & Rebecca Perry 

Shirley Kuhn Betty Phillips 

Steven & Barbara Linn Jo Susan Phillips 

Brian Lisiecki Michael & Marianne Poisel  

Paul Lower John & Gretchen Poliero 

William Lubenow Helen Pollack 

Michael Luther & Diane Schrauth Joseph & Ellen Quicksell 

John & Linda Macklin Glenn B. Raiczyk 

R. Elizabeth Manning Theodore W. Raiczyk 

Sarah & John Matthews William Ratcliffe 

Karen Marshall Dawn Reynolds 
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Stewardship 

Grace Church is planning its 2018 budget which is largely based on the  pledges 

and offerings that members of the church make. Pledge cards are available and 

online giving is also an option. Please pick up your card in the Church, Office or 

go online to www,gracehaddonfield.org to make a pledge,  

Please fill out a 2018 Pledge Card! 

Lucile Roberts William & Karen Sweeeney 

Joseph & Mary Russell Robert & Marianne Tanke 

Donald S. & Lynne B. Ryan David & Joanne Tarditi 

Frank Salerno Carol Tatem 

Dan Santora Scotty Tatem 

Alfred & Bobbie Schmidt George & Carole Tatem 

Jen & Erica Sciolla Melanie Tomiewicz 

Peter Scott Takeski & Kazue Tsuda 

Gerald & Millie Seneski James & Joan Tucker 

Fred Shindle III Anita Unterbrink 

Denise Sikorski John & Cynthia Vena 

Robert & Arlene Sims Rev. Carmen & DeSha Viola 

Ernest Smith Marie Vogt 

David Sommerville Alton & Patricia Watkins 

Constance Sota Robert & Allison Weil 

Nevan Soumilas Tom & Michelle Westerfield 

Donald & Cheryl Spatola Carl & Dawn Willers 

Patricia Spiegel Jacqueline Williams 

Clifford & Maureen Stanton Olivia Wilmot 

Timothy & Judith Stevens Lorraine Winyard 

Christian & Lori Strasser Bryan & Lisa Wurtz 

John & Marion Stratton Nancy Young 

Ruth N, Stratton Polly Youngstein 

Edward & Elizabeth Strom Jean Zoll 
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The Church is Always Asking for Money 

175th Activities 

Besides failing to understand the importance to spiritual growth of teaching 

stewardship, many of us have let ourselves become victims of the mindset of the un-

churched: “The Church is Always Asking for Money.” Actually, this is completely 

untrue. It is the world that is always asking for money, not the Church. When did you 

last go to the grocery store and the check-out person failed to ask for your money? 

Your mortgage company asks for money with unfailing regularity. If you are like most 

people, each month brings a collection of bills. Are any of them from the Church? 

Who withholds a percentage of every dollar you earn? The Federal Government  

does that. God does not. There is no free lunch, except at the Church. You can 

attend worship every week; there is no admission charge. If you are hospitalized, 

one of the clergy will visit you. Where else can you get free counseling when you 

need it? People receive church newsletters regularly. No one receives a subscription 

notice asking for money. You have to pay taxes to provide your children “free” public 

education, but your Church operates children’s ministries and youth ministries which 

give quality Christian education with absolutely no cost or obligation. The Church 

requires no membership fee, no annual dues. It never sends its members a bill. Is 

there any other organization in the world that functions this way? You see, the truth 

is, the Church asks for money less than anyone. Consider this paradox. Compared 

to the government and the bill collectors, the Church almost never demands money. 

Yet of all the things your money could be used for, which could be more important 

than what the Church provides? The Church is here to share the love of Jesus Christ 

Himself. Our money goes to serve Him. The Church will continue to provide ministry 

in Jesus’ name to everyone, whether they contribute or not. Grace Church asks us 

once a year to make a pledge to help us continue the life, mission and ministry that 

we undertake.  Please fill out a 2018 pledge card if you have not already done so. 

Thank you. 
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Investment Committee 

Stewardship  

DONATION OF STOCK TO GRACE CHURCH 

 

Did you know that you can donate stock to Grace Church in payment of your 

pledge, Capital Campaign or any other financial commitment you may have made 

to Grace Church? And that, by doing so, you may receive a valuable tax benefit 

on your federal tax return? 

 

For example, if you donate stock which you have owned for at least one year and 

which has appreciated in value, you may be able to claim a charitable deduction in 

the full amount of the value of the appreciated stock if you itemize on your federal 

tax return. In addition, you may not have to pay any capital gains tax on the 

donated stock, which otherwise might have been due had you simply sold the 

stock. 

 

Grace Church has made it easy for you to donate stock, if you so desire, through 

the Church's investment account with Charles Schwab &  

Company. Any donated stock will be immediately sold with the proceeds going 

directly to the Church's operating account. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about how you can donate stock to Grace 

Church, please contact Church Treasurer, Bill Sweeney--phone 856-427-9327,   

e-mail kbsweeney@verizon.net; or Rob Gallo--phone 856-596-1893,  

e-mail rjg19462008@verizon.net. 

 

As always, you should consult with your tax and/or financial advisor before 

considering the donation of stock to Grace Church. 

 

Thank you very much. 

The Vestry is seeking nominations for next year’s Vestry. Nominees will serve a 

three-year term. Meetings are held on the third Monday evening of the month 

unless otherwise notified. Nominees should be members in good standing (a 

member of Grace Church either confirmed, or with a letter of transfer, regular 

worship and attendance, contributors to the annual budget and preferably with 

experience on one or more Church committees). If you are interested in being 

considered, please speak to the Rector, Father Pat, or wardens, Carl Willers, 

senior warden, or Tom Westerfield, junior warden.  

Vestry Nominations Sought 
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Reduce your stress this holiday season!!!  

Stop writing a check for your pledged estimated giving, or any other 

donation to Grace Church! 

 

Use our safe and secure online donation capability on the Grace Church Web Site 

www.gracehaddonfield.org/givingatgrace/. 

 

You can do it on your smart phone, tablet or IPAD, laptop or desktop PC, day or 

night!  

 

It can be a single payment or a recurring payment for the number of times you 

want to contribute online.   Make a one-time contribution and see how easy it is. 

It takes less than 5 minutes. Remember, you can do it anytime and anywhere and 

for more than just your annual pledge. For example contributing to Vacation Bible 

School, Penny Campaign, Youth Mission Trip, etc. Do you still want to put 

something in the plate each week? Then use one of the small cards in each pew 

rack that says “Giving @ Grace Online”.  

 

Do you need to update your online giving information / change credit card 

information, etc.? 

 

You can do that easily from our Web site, too! 

Just go to our web site, gracehaddonfield.org and click on the “Giving at Grace”. 

From that screen, select the line starting with ” Click Here To Create or Access 

Your Online Donation Account ”  and follow the instructions from there.  

Rather not give online? You can set up an ‘automatic bill pay’ from your bank and 

the check will come right to Grace Church.  

 

If you have any questions about online giving, please contact Al Schmidt, 

al.schmidt@verizon.net.  

 

You can also setup an “automatic bill pay” from your bank and the check will come 

right to Grace Church.  

Waste Reduction: Individual households receive thousands of pieces of junk mail 

each year, most of which is printed on virgin paper and is not recycled. Reduce 

your junk mail by 90% in one easy step:  www.41pounds.org . For a small fee, this 

organization will remove you from junk mailing lists and make a donation to a 

charity of your choice. 

 

Eco-tip provided by GreenFaith: www.greenfaith.org 

Stewardship of the Environment 

Stewardship 

Online Giving 
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A picture book with many of the windows and other items in and around the 

church has been made through Shutterfly by John Poliero and is available now.  

All known information is included about each item.  A sample will be available for 

viewing Sundays.  The book contains 20 pages and is 8” x 11”.  Each book is 

printed individually by Shutterfly, so there is the ability to personalize the book 

with your name, etc.  If you have a coupon for any size book or for money off a 

Shutterfly order, please contact John Poliero 856-429-5766 or 

philliestix@polieroappraisers.com before doing anything with it.  Even if you do 

not have a Shutterfly account, if you receive a coupon at the grocery store, 

Kohl’s, or other sources, it may be used for your order through John’s account.  If 

you have any questions regarding this book, please contact John Poliero at 856-

429-5766 or philliestix@polieroappraisers.com 

Grace Church Photo Book  

175th Ornament, More to Come 

175th Keepsakes 

To commemorate the 175th anniversary of Grace Church, we have had a custom 

pewter ornament made. The one side has a 3D representation of the current 

church building and the dates; the other side has a drawing of the original church 

building and a quote.  

 

There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall to pre-order and reserve your 

ornament today. The cost is $20.00 per ornament. What a wonderful way to 

remember Grace Church’s anniversary.  

 

We have ordered additional ornaments, due to their popularity, and they we will 

available mid-December.  

Volume III of the Grace Church history is available now through the church office 
and on Sundays after both services. The cost is $10.00. The highlights of our faith 
community were culled from 25 years of annual reports.  Included are many 
pictures of parishioners, including pictures of all wardens and clergy during those 
years.  There are also limited copies of the Church History Volume I and II 
available for  donations.  

Grace Church History Volume III 

mailto:philliestix@polieroappraisers.com
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KAC Christmas 

Christmas Grace 

Grace Church is collecting new and unwrapped Christmas gifts  for the children of 
Kids Alley Café. The last day for donations will be Sunday, December 10.  Gifts can 
be for children  ages birth to 18. In addition to toys, clothing  and gift cards are also 
appreciated. There will be a donation bin in the Parish Hall as well as a list of 
suggested gifts. 

At Kids Alley we have a mission and a vision:  
Our Mission: Bring immediate relief for children and families in need or at risk; 
restore to them the dignity of a human being; empower them with hope to rise above 
their circumstances; lead them in attaining and sustaining real growth. 
Our Vision: Imagine…Hope Restored 
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Camden Christmas 

Christmas Grace 

The last day for donations Mitten Tree donations will be Sunday, December 10, 2017. 
This year we will be spreading the warmth. New adult hats, scarves and gloves will go 
to St. Paul’s project Interaction. Children’s items will be distributed to a variety of 
groups including Kids Alley Café and St. Wilfrid’s.  

 

We need new and gently used coats, jackets, cold weather wear, hats, scarves, 
gloves, and mittens. We also need new underwear, socks and pajamas.  

Mitten Tree 

St Paul’s on Market Street in Camden is a new location for us this year. We want 

to thank you ahead of time for all your prayers and financial help to make this 

event possible.  We will be shopping on December 26 and wrapping the following 

week!  Please see Elizabeth to find out just how you can help! 

 

Camden Christmas held its first Halloween Party at St Paul’s on October 28 and 

had over 66 children involved.  We had tremendous help from 10 volunteers from 

Rowan University (who brought games and activities and 3 wonderful piñatas!), 8 

teens from the Confirmation class at Good Shepherd and 

the Camden Christmas committee.  Everyone had a wonderful time, and 

the Camden Christmas volunteers were able to add a number of names to our list 

of kids who will be invited to attend the event on St Nicholas Sunday! 

 

Grace Church will once again be participating in the Camden Christmas Project.  

This year, it will take place at St. Paul’s in Camden, and we hope to provide 

presents for 100 children.  We will begin the festivities with a celebration of the 

Feast of St. Nicholas at St. Paul’s on Sunday, December 3rd, at 11 am.  The 

children will be asked what they would like for Christmas.  Volunteers from Rowan 

University, Grace Church, St. Andrew’s and Good Shepherd Church will go out to 

purchase the gifts.  There will be a wrapping party at Grace Church on Saturday, 

December 30th.  The food and gifts will be moved to St. Paul’s for the Three Kings 

(Epiphany) Celebration on Sunday, January 7th.  Volunteers will be needed to 

shop, wrap and help with the December 3rd and January 7th festivities.  If you 

would like to help, please contact Elizabeth Perdichizzi 

at ejperdichizzi@gmail.com.  Donations to help buy the presents and food may be 

made by making a check out to Grace Church and marking the Memo Section 

“Camden Christmas”.  Come help us bring the Christmas Spirit and joy to some 

needy children in Camden! 

  

Thank you again and thank you for being part of Camden Christmas! 
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Altar Guild Clean Up - December 9, 9:00  a.m.  - Noon 

The Altar Guild needs volunteers to prepare the church for Christmas on Saturday, 

December 9 from 9 a.m. to noon. They will completing a variety of tasks in the 

church. No previous Altar Guild experience is needed, and all are welcome to help.  

 

If you would like more information about the Altar Guild at Grace Church , please 

contact Barbara Linn by email, barb010259@verizon.net or speak to one of the Altar 

Guild members after one of our services.  

 
First Saturday Breakfast - December 2, 7:30 a.m.  

Grace Groups 

Everyone is invited to the former Men’s and Not for Men Only Breakfast, which will be 

Saturday, December 2nd, from 7:30 am to 8:30 am in our Parish Hall.  

 

The group will be starting a series on our electrical grid, it’s vulnerabilities, 

development and evolution. Each session will be independent, so you can attend any 

or all of them. Our first session will be given by Rich Carney who will present 3 videos 

illustrating the 1965 and 2003 electrical blackouts in New York, their ramifications for 

the people living there, our dependence on electricity and technology and the 

vulnerability of the electrical grid in the United States. 

 

Your favorite cooks and volunteers will be preparing the breakfast. We will feature 

Scrambled Eggs and Sausage. 

Saturday, December 2nd, at 9:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall, our monthly group of 

volunteers will meet to make between 100 and 140 lunches for the participants of 

Kids Alley Café’s Saturday Live program.  

 

Participants of all ages are welcome, and it takes about an hour to assemble all the 

lunches. For more information contact, Nevan Soumilas by email, 

nsoumilas@yahoo.com.  

 
KAC Lunch Makers - December 2, 9:00  a.m.  
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St. Wilfrid’s Free Medical Clinic 

Grace Groups 

The Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s is preparing for a Christmas celebration on 

December 2 by having gathered nearly 2000 new toys to give to parents so that 

they have something to give to their Children on Christmas day.  

 

The Open Door Clinic will be open for the free closet and food pantry on Saturday, 

December 16 at 11:00 a.m.  

 

On Saturday, November 18, the clinic provided  71 health screenings and gave out 

83 bags of food.  They are currently in dire need of coats, new or gently used, all 

sizes.  

 

We appreciate all the donated clothes and gift cards and remind everyone if you 

have a calling to volunteer at St. Wilfrid’s, let us know, opendoorclinicnj@aol.com. 

We need all kinds of skills, but mostly the ability to love your neighbor as yourself.  

The Episcopal Church Women/ ECW/ St. Anne’s Guild at Grace Church will have its 

next meeting on Wednesday, December 20, at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall Library. All 

women who attend Grace Church are invited to attend.  

 

The next District ECW meeting will be held at St. Andrews, 3050 River Rd, Camden, 

NJ 08105 on Monday, Dec. 18 at noon.  We are asked to bring an unwrapped gift and 

desserts, please.  If you wish to attend and need a ride, please contact Gretchen 

Poliero, gretchensbaskets@hotmail.com or 856-429-5766.  

St. Anne’s Guild, ECW - Wednesday, December 20, 
10:30 a.m.  

Grace Church Book Club will have its annual December luncheon at the Farm and the 

Fisherman restaurant on route 70 in Cherry Hill at 1:15 p.m. on Monday, December 11.  

 

The January book is The Aviator’s Wife by Melanie Benjamin. It is a biographical novel 

of Ann Marrow and her troubled marriage to Charles Lindbergh. Falling Leaves  by 

Adeline Yen Mah is the February selection. It is a memoir of an unwanted Chinese 

daughter.  

 

The Book Club wishes all of you a Merry Christmas! 

 
Book Club - Monday, December 11, 1:15 p.m. 
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EYC, Episcopal Youth Community 

Grace Groups 

The EYC is open to all teens and members of the Confirmation class, as 

invited. Our teens have very busy schedules and spend a lot of time 

volunteering. They have been working with the guidance of Dana Cotter, 

Shannon Morris, Ed Strom and Betsy Murphy to rebuild their membership and 

activities.  

 

We would like to thank all of the teens who helped with the food preparation 

for the Thanksgiving community dinner at Grace Church. We hope to have 

another organizational meeting and will be practicing our pizza making in 

January, 

 

The next event for the EYC is the Santa Lunch on Saturday, December 9. 

Volunteers are needed for both seatings to help serve, play with the children, 

prepare and cleanup. This will be a fundraising event, and we need volunteers 

to make the event work.  

 

Sunday, December 17 at 6:00 p.m. we will be gathering at Grace Church’s 

Parish Hall to carpool to  a few locations for Christmas Caroling. After visiting a 

few senior living facilities and parishioners, we will return to Grace Church for 

cookies and hot chocolate. There will be a sign up in the Parish Hall. Everyone 

of all ages and abilities is welcome.  

 

January 21st during coffee hour we will have another pretzel sale  to raise 

funds for our group and help spread the word about our activities.  

 

January 28th we will be making and serving pizzas before and after the annual 

meeting.  

Sean Close’s Next Performance 

Many of you have asked to be kept updated about 

Sean’s shows.  He is currently performing in 1812 

Production’s “This Is The Week That Is” November 

24th through December 31st.  Tickets may be 

purchased by going to: www.1812productions.org/ .  

Sean helps to write the show as well as perform in it.  

The show is held at Plays & Players Theater on 

Delancy Street in Philadelphia. For more information, 

please speak with Diane or Fr. Pat. 
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Events 
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Events 
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Events & Pictures 
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Pictures 

St. Anne’s Homeless Kits 

November 5, 2017 

Grace Dance 

November 11, 2017 
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Pictures 

Advent Festival 

November 26, 2017 

EYC Cooking for  

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 22, 2017 
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Intercessions -  

Your prayers are asked for God’s richest blessing on all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in 
December.  

December Intercessions 

December 1 

Louis Gillingham 

December 2 

Cassandra Flynn 

Brenda Johnston 

Leigh Fuller 

Cooper Kapsales 

Winfield Myers 

Jeff Mathews 

December 3 

Andrew Kessler 

Diane Martine 

Gus Weinert 

December 4 

Terry Watkins 

Emelia Bergstralh 

David Hamilton 

Karen Minerva 

June Telaar 

December 5 

Jeffrey Stanton 

December 6 

Emma Barr 

Lear Fuller 

Gemma Miller 

December 7 

Katherine Cotter 

December 8 

Ruth Klingenstein 

Mary Russell 

Colton Schultz 

December 10 

Carol Tatem 

December 11 

Mary Ellen Davidson 

December 13 

Tyler Kuchera 

Kathleen Platzer 

Penelope Sarson 

December 14 

George Diamond 

Jackie Williams 

Steven Geserick 

December 15 

Carol Shindle 

December 16  

Dennis Kuczynski 

December 17 

Anna Batezel 

Larry Buenzle 

John Buzby 

Allen Cargen 

Judith Jacbson 

Brandon Hamilton 

December 20 

Jennifer Sciolla 

Lynn Wilkinson 

Andrew Pleninger 

December 21 

Lloyd Fisk 

December 23 

Seth Fischer 

December 24 

McKinley Barbato 

Lexi Bonanno 

James Combs 

December 25 

Alexander Flagg 

December 26 

Ryan Barbato 

December 27 

Mary McGrath 

Lynne Miller 

Robert Getz 

William Hildebrand 

December 29 

Elizabeth Aldinger 

Anwar Young 

December 30 

Joan Brong 

Joan Shaffer 

Evangeline Franecki 

David Williams 

Riley Tucci 

December 31 

Perry Aldinger 

David Bergstralh 

Owen Luther 

Robert Miller 

Amy Pierce 

William Sharman 

December 1 

Louis Francis & Rosanne Gillingham 

December 11 

Charles & Joan Brong 

December 12 

Jennifer & Robert Flom 

Thomas & Heather Cunningham 

December 13 

John & Ruth Buzby 

Carmen & DeSha Viola 

December 18 

Bruce & Sharon Hirschlein 

December 23 

John & Beth Deitelbaum 

December 28 

Lawrence & Laine Rosa 

Kim & Margaret Strommen 

December 30 

Richard & Anne Hammond 

Sharon Cottrell & Andy Pleninger 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 

10 am - 4 pm 
Thrift Shop 
Open 

2 

7:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

9 am KAC Lunch 
Makers 

10 am - 4 pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

5:30 pm Holy 
Communion 

3 

8 am Holy Communion 

9:30 am Holy Communion 

9:30 am Parish House 
Holy Communion 

10:30 am Church School 

11 am, Camden 
Christmas @St. Paul’s  

11:30 am Kitchen 
Committee 

11:45 am St. Michael’s 
Singers 

6:30 pm AA 

4 

10 am Staff 

6:30 pm Pet 
Bereavement 

7:30 pm 
Property 
Committee 

5 

7 pm Zumba 

6 

7 am Holy 
Communion 

9:30 am 
Healing & 
Holy 
Communion 

7 

10 am Bible Study 

7:30 pm Adult Choir 

8:30 pm Grace 
Speakers 

8 

10 am - 4 pm 
Thrift Shop 
Open  

9 

10 am Lunch with 
Santa 

 10 am - 4 pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

Noon - Lunch with 
Santa 

5:30 pm Holy 
Communion 

 

10 

8 am Holy Communion 

9:30 am Holy Communion 

10:30 am Train & Lego 
Show 

10:30 am Pageant 
Readers’ Rehearsal 

11:45 am St. Michael’s 
Singers 

6:30 pm AA 

11 

10 am Staff 

1:15 am Book 
Club 

7 pm Finance 

12 

7 pm Zumba 

13 

7 am Holy 
Communion 

9:30 am 
Healing & 
Holy 
Communion 

8 pm 
Running Club 

14 

10 am Bible Study 

7:30 pm Adult Choir 

8:30 pm Grace 
Speakers 

15 

10 am - 4 pm 
Thrift Shop 
Open  

16 

10 am Knit Wits 

10 am - 4 Thrift Shop 
Open 

11 am St. Wilfrid’s 

1 pm HMHS Madrigals 

5:30 pm Holy 
Communion 

17 

8 am Holy Communion 

9:30 am Holy Communion 

10:30 am Pageant 
Rehearsal 

6 pm Christmas Caroling 

6:30 pm AA 

18 

10 am Staff 

7 pm Vestry 

19 

7 pm Zumba 

20 

7 am Holy 
Communion 

9:30 am 
Healing & 
Holy 
Communion 

10:30 am St. 
Anne’s Guild 

21 

10 am Bible Study 

4 pm  - 6:30 pm 
Confirmation Class 

7 pm Blue 
Christmas 

7:30 pm Adult Choir 

8:30 pm Grace 
Speakers 

22 

10 am - 4 pm 

Thrift Shop 
Open 

23 

10 am - 4 pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

5:30 pm Holy 
Communion 

24 

8 am Lessons & Carols 

9:30 am Lessons & Carols 

4 pm Christmas Pageant 

7 pm Festive Holy 
Communion 

10:30 pm Choral Festive 

25 Office 

Closed 

 

10 am Festive 
Holy 
Communion 

26 Office 

Closed  

 

7 pm Zumba 

Camden 
Christmas 
Shopping 

27 

NO HOLY 
COMMUNIO
N OR 
HEALING 
SERVICE 

28 

NO ADULT 
CHOIR 
REHEARSAL 

8:30 pm Grace 
Speakers 

29 

10 am - 4 
pm, Thrift 
Shop 

30 

Camden Christmas 
Wrapping 

10 am - 4 pm Thrift 
Shop Open 

5:30 pm Healing & 
Holy Communion 

31 

8 am Healing & Holy 
Communion 

9:30 am Healing & Holy 
Communion 

First Night Haddonfield 

      

December 2017 
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January 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 New Year’s 

Day 

Office Closed 

2 

7 pm Zumba 

3 

7 am Holy 

Communion 

9:30 am Healing 

& Holy 

Communion 

4 

10 am Bible 

Study 

7:30 pm Choir 

8:30 pm Grace 

Speakers 

5 

10 am - 4 pm 

Thrift Shop 

Open 

6 Epiphany 

7:30 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

9 am KAC Lunch 

Makers 

10 am - 4 pm Thrift 

Shop Open 

5:30 pm Holy 

Communion  

7 

8 am Holy Communion 

8:45 am Epiphany 

Brunch 

9:30 am Holy 

Communion  

9:30 am Parish House 

Holy Communion  

10:45 am Epiphany 

Brunch 

11 am Camden 

Christmas 

11:45 am St. Michael’s 

Singers 

6:30 pm AA 

8 

9 am Staff 

Planning 

7 pm Finance 

7:30 pm 

Property 

Committee 

9 

7 pm Zumba 

10 

7 am Holy 

Communion 

9:30 am Healing 

& Holy 

Communion 

8 pm Running 

Club 

11 
10 am Bible 

Study 

7 pm Education 

Committee 

7:30 pm Choir 

8:30 pm Grace 

Speakers 

12 
10 am - 4 pm 

Thrift Shop 

Open 

13  
10 am - 4 pm Thrift 

Shop Open  

5:30 pm Holy 

Communion  

 

14 

8 am Holy Communion 

9:30 am Holy 

Communion 

10:30 am Church 

School 

11:45 am St. Michael’s 

Singers 

6:;30 pm AA 

7 pm HCC - MLK 

Service @ Mt. Olivet  

15 Office 

Closed 

 

8:30 am - Noon 

MLK Day of 

Service 

7 pm Vestry 

16 

7 pm Zumba 

17 
7 am Holy 

Communion 

9:30 am Healing 

& Holy 

Communion 

10:30 am St. 

Anne’s Guild 

18 
10 am Bible 

Study 

4 pm - 7 pm 

Confirmation 

Class 

7:30 pm Choir 

8:30 pm Grace 

Speakers 

19 
10 am - 4 pm 

Thrift Shop 

Open 

20 

10 am - 4 pm Thrift 

Shop Open 

10 am Knit Wits 

11 am St. Wilfrid’s  

5:30 pm Holy 

Communion 

7 pm HCSPA 

Concert 

21 

8 am Holy Communion 

9:30 am Holy 

Communion 

10:30 am Church 

School 

11:45 am St. Michael’s 

Singers 

6:30 pm AA 

22 

10 am Staff 

23 

7 pm Zumba 

24 
7 am Holy 

Communion 

9:30 am Healing 

& Holy 

Communion 

25 
10 am Bible 

Study 

7:30 pm Choir 

8:30 pm Grace 

Speakers 

26 
10 am - 4 pm 

Thrift Shop 

Open 

27 

10 am - 4 pm Thrift 

Shop  Open 

5:30 Pm Holy 

Communion  

28 

8 am Holy Communion 

9:30 am Holy 

Communion 

10:30 am Annual 

Meeting 

6:30 pm AA 

29 

10 am Staff 

7 pm 

Haddonfield 

Council of 

Churches 

30 
7 pm Zumba 

31 
7 am Holy 

Communion 

9:30 am Healing 

& Holy 

Communion 
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Our Staff 

Reverend Dr. Patrick Close, Rector 

Email: rector@gracehaddon.org 

Phone: 856.429.0007 

Venerable Reverend Carmen Viola, Arch Deacon 

Email: dac.viola@gmail.com 

Phone: 856.429.0007 

 

Reverend James Gowland, Deacon 

Email: deaconjim692@gmail.com 

Phone: 856.429.0007 

Maximillian Esmus, Director of Music and Organist 

Email: musicdept@gracehaddon.org 

Phone: 570.637.2566 

Betsy Murphy, Director of Christian Formation 

Email: gracehaddonchurchschool@gmail.com 

Phone: 856.433.2151 

Jeanne Mugler, Parish Administrator 

Email: office@gracehaddon.org 

Phone: 856.429.0007 



19 Kings Highway East 
Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

GRACE CHURCH IN 

HADDONFIELD 

Phone: 856.429.0007 
Email: office@gracehaddon.org 
Website: gracehaddonfield.org 

An Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of New Jersey 

Church Services 

Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

1st Sunday 9:30 a.m. Parish House Holy Communion 

Wednesday 7 a.m. Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Healing & Holy Communion 

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Holy Communion 

Festive Christmas Services  

Thursday, December 21 Blue Christmas 

Sunday, December 24 4 pm Children’s Christmas Pageant 

7 pm Festive Holy Communion 

10:30 pm Festive Choral Holy 
Communion 

Monday, December 25 10 am Festive Holy Communion 

Regular Meetings 
Church School Sundays, 10:30 a.m. 

St. Michael’s Singers Sundays, 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 a.m. 

Teen Choir As announced 

Kitchen Committee 1st Sunday, 10:45 a.m.  

Property Committee 1st Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

Finance Committee 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m. 

Vestry 3rd Monday, 7:00 p.m. 

Stewardship 1st Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. 

Running Club 2nd Wednesday, 8:00 p.m. 

St. Anne’s Guild 3rd Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Choir Rehearsal Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Grace Speakers (AA)  Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. 

Confirmation Class 3rd Thursday, 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Education Committee Thursday, January 11, 2018,  7:00 p.m.  

Thrift Shop Fridays & Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Kids Alley Café Lunch Makers 1st Saturday, 9:00 a.m.  

Knit Wits 3rd Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

St. Wilfrid's Free Medical Clinic  3rd Saturday, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

St. Paul’s Food Pantry 4th Friday, 9:00 a.m. 

EYC As Announced 


